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MEDIA RELEASE
Embargoed until 00.01 Tuesday 19 June 2007 
Parks sector must reach out to communities – Baroness Kay Andrews 
Baroness Kay Andrews OBE, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State and the Minister responsible for parks, will today lay out Government plans for increased community involvement in parks and green spaces.

Speaking at GreenSpace’s Parks for People conference, which is part of Love Parks Week, Baroness Andrews will explain how the Local Government White Paper, Strong and Prosperous Communities, published in October 2006, encourages community action to improve parks and green spaces. 

Baroness Andrews said “The Local Government White Paper makes the community the champion for their neighbourhood and parks. The parks sector needs to reach out to all sections of the community and find out what local people want from their parks. 
“The Park Life report tells us that young people in particular want to be consulted and we need to develop innovative ways to engage and involve them. We need to continue to build on the success of our Living Spaces programme, which harnessed the commitment and enthusiasm of people of all ages and backgrounds to work together to transform their parks and neighbourhoods.”
Other speakers will include Father Brian Ralph of St Barnabus Parish Church, who will explain how the BowStock community fete in Mile End Park has broken down barriers between diverse social groups in Tower Hamlets, and consultant Leslie Silverlock, who together with 15-year old Marianne Brooker will demonstrate how to involve young people in the design and management of parks and green spaces. 
-Ends-
-Notes to Editors-
· GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals. For more information visit www.green-space.org.uk 
· Love Parks Week aims to raise awareness of the importance of Britain’s parks and green spaces and encourage people to get out and discover just what these fantastic places have got to offer. For more information visit www.loveparksweek.org.uk
· The Park Life report is the first ever public satisfaction survey of Britain’s parks and green spaces, launched as part of Love Parks Week.  Almost 20,000 people have contributed their opinions on parks and green spaces to the Park Life report. Opinions were gathered via GreenSTAT, the visitor survey website developed and managed by GreenSpace that gives people throughout Britain the opportunity to comment on the quality of their local parks and green spaces, how they use them and how well they feel they are managed and maintained.
· Communities and Local Government is the government department responsible for parks and green spaces.  For more information visit www.communities.gov.uk
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