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MEDIA RELEASE
Monday 26 February 2007 - For immediate release

Delegates at Making It Safe call for more park-based staff
140 delegates attended GreenSpace’s Making It Safe conference in Newcastle on 21 February, which focused on personal safety and strategies for overcoming antisocial behaviour in parks and green spaces.

The discussion session saw delegates, who included park managers, landscape architects and community groups, unanimously agree that more site-based staff are needed to deter antisocial behaviour and ensure visitors feel safer and more secure when using the park.
Increased revenue funding is needed by many local authorities to enable them to re-introduce staff into their parks.
Delegates were also encouraged to sign their local authority up to the CABE Space Parkforce Pledge, as an indication of their commitment to supporting park-based staff. Currently over 140 local authorities have pledged their support.
Speakers at Making It Safe included Paul Spriggs, who was named Britain’s Best Park Worker at the last year’s Parkforce Awards. Paul left delegates in no doubt of why he was chosen with an inspirational look at how his work with young people has reduced the fear of crime and brought families back into Rotherham’s Rosehill Victoria Park.
Paul said “Our aim is to get more people into parks more often. The arrival of rangers in urban green spaces has been critical in achieving these goals”.

Making It Safe is the first conference GreenSpace has held since launching their Institute of Parks and Green Space (IPGS) in January. It demonstrated IPGS’ aim to bring together people from across the sector to discuss issues, share experiences and move forward with solutions to improve parks and green spaces across the UK.
-Ends-
-More follows-

-Notes to Editors-
· Attached is an image showing delegates at Making It Safe.
· GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals. For more information visit www.green-space.org.uk 
· IPGS is the UK’s only professional institute solely dedicated to parks and green space issues.

· For more information about the CABE Space Parkforce Pledge, visit www.cabe.org.uk 
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