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MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday 9 August 2007 – for immediate release
GreenSpace East Midlands launched 
Wednesday 4 July saw the official launch of GreenSpace East Midlands, the latest regional forum to be established by GreenSpace. 

The launch event, hosted by Nottingham City Council at Wollaton Hall and attended by over 60 guests, was officially opened by the Sheriff of Nottingham, Councillor Jeannie Packer. Richard Welburn, Head of Parks and Green Spaces for Leicester City Council and Chair of GreenSpace East Midlands, provided background on the establishment of the forum and introduced the speakers.

Paul Bramhill, Chief Executive of GreenSpace, set the scene for the day by giving an overview of the development of GreenSpace regional forums. 

“GreenSpace East Midlands enables member organisations in the region to work together to address common issues. It provides opportunities for the regional green space perspective to be heard at the national level and seeks to develop appropriate local support in taking forward the national agenda.”
Louise Enticknap, Urban Green Space Policy Manager at Communities and Local Government, went on to provide an insight into national policy as it impacts upon the provision and management of green spaces - in particular, the impact of the Local Government White Paper on parks and green space services. She emphasized the importance of the regional forums in helping to take forward the national agenda.
Other speakers included Deborah Fox, Head of Standards and Best Practice at CABE Space, who outlined the help and tools that CABE Space offers to those creating and maintaining parks and green spaces,  Alison Hepworth of the East Midlands Regional Assembly who talked about her work on Green Infrastructure, and Hugh White, Service Director for Sport, Leisure and Parks at Nottingham City Council who explained how their local open and green space strategic framework is being used to improve the quality, quantity and accessibility of the city’s green spaces. The speakers emphasised the importance of GreenSpace East Midlands to the development and delivery of national, regional and local agendas. 

-Ends-
-Notes to Editors-
· Attached are two low-resolution images. To request a high-resolution copy, please email becky@green-space.org.uk or call 0118 946 9068.
Image 1: Sheriff of Nottingham signs pledge to support the aims of GreenSpace East Midlands

L>R: Gareth Broome, Countryside and Conservation Officer, Nottinghamshire County Council; Fiona Clarke, Environmental Programme Manager, Groundwork Creswell; Phil Beard, Parks and Amenities Manager, Newark and Sherwood District Council; Nic Broomhead, Head of Country Parks and Conservation Service, Nottinghamshire County Council; the Sheriff of Nottingham, Councillor Jeannie Packer; Eddie Curry, Head of Parks and Green Spaces, Nottingham City Council; Malcolm Hacket, Project Manager, Greenwood Community Forest.
Image 2: Chair of East Midlands Regional Forum signs pledge to support the aims of GreenSpace East Midlands
L>R: Paul Bramhill, Chief Executive, GreenSpace; Richard Welburn, Chair, GreenSpace East Midlands; Martin Page, Chair, GreenSpace; Sarah Moore, Regional Manager, GreenSpace.
· GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals. For more information visit www.green-space.org.uk 
· GreenSpace East Midlands aims to provide a united voice dedicated to promoting and lobbying for quality green spaces throughout the East Midlands. 10 of 45 local authorities in the East Midlands are already members of GreenSpace East Midlands. More than 130 contacts in the region are part of the East Midlands GreenSpace network.
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