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MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday 19 April 2007 - For immediate release

Risk is important in children’s play, delegates at sell-out Parks for Play told
Over 120 delegates attended GreenSpace’s sell-out Parks for Play conference in Liverpool on 18 April, which focused on imaginative play provision in parks and green spaces. The conference was supported by Liverpool City Council and Glendale Managed Services.
Issy Cole-Hamilton, Policy and Research Manager at Play England, set the scene for the day by looking at the value of play and highlighting its importance in children’s development. 

“Play means children following their own interests in their own way for their own reasons. It’s all about fun, friendship and independence. It improves health and well-being, and enables children to build confidence and learn new skills.

“The people in this room can have a huge impact on play opportunities. It’s crucial that those working in the parks and green space sector understand the importance of children’s play”.

Bernard Spiegal, Principal of PLAYLINK, gave a passionate presentation on the value of risk in children’s play. He urged local authority delegates to produce a play policy, distinct from a play strategy, that would enable them to make non risk-averse judgements about creating play spaces that children and young people would enjoy and benefit from.
“Play providers have been in general hopeless at stating formally, as officially endorsed policy, the nature of the relationship between risk and play. The relationship is necessary, inherent and unavoidable – put simply, if there is no risk, there’s no play.

“Your starting position needs to be that it is our public duty to offer opportunities to take risk, because it’s beneficial to children and young people”.
Other speakers included landscape architect Aileen Shackell of Land Use Consultants who presented a case study of innovative playground design, focusing on the use of the natural environment to make a ‘safe enough’ play space. Paul Scragg, Manager of Parks and Environment at Liverpool City Council, rounded off the day with a presentation of Liverpool’s appraisal of fixed play provision across the country.
Workshops included a look at the benefits of natural play spaces, a focus on the Big Lottery Fund’s Children’s Play Initiative and a debate about what constitutes ‘good’ and ‘bad’ play provision. Site tours included a trip to Otterspool Promenade, Liverpool’s new showcase play area, and an evaluation of the play facilities in Croxteth Park.

-Ends-
-Notes to Editors-
· Attached is an image showing delegates evaluating the play facilities in Croxteth Park.
· GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals. For more information visit www.green-space.org.uk 
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