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Media release

Wednesday 7 March 2007 – for immediate release

Parks for Play conference programme announced
GreenSpace’s latest conference, Parks for Play, takes place on Wednesday 18 April 2007 at Croxteth Hall and Country Park, Liverpool. It is supported by Liverpool City Council.
Paul Bramhill, Chief Executive of GreenSpace, said “As debate rages about children’s health and fitness, it has never been more important to have regular access to free, local, inclusive play provision.
“Parks for Play will identify good practice and provide delegates with the information and inspiration required to provide imaginative play experiences in their parks and green spaces”. 
Presentations will include:

The value of play: Issy Cole-Hamilton, Policy and Research Manager, Play England 
This presentation will focus on the value of play, and highlight its importance in children’s development.

Designs on play: Aileen Shackell, Associate, Land Use Consultants 
This presentation will present a case study of innovative playground design in the context of current practice, focusing on the use of the natural environment to make a 'safe enough' play space, which provides for informal, creative play.

Flight from judgment - risk, play, negligence: Bernard Spiegal, Principal, PLAYLINK 
This presentation will consider the value of risk in children’s play, and question whether fear of litigation has resulted in us becoming our own worst enemies.

Playground quantity and quality: Paul Scragg, Parks and Environment Manager, Liverpool City Council 

This presentation will focus on Liverpool City Council’s appraisal of equipped play provision across the city and its reinvestment strategy, highlighting the need to initially reduce quantity to improve quality.

Workshops will include:
Places of woe, places of possibility: Phil Doyle and Karen Newell, Trustees, the Free Play Network
This workshop will present images of good and bad play provision, encouraging debate and discussion.

Children’s Play Initiative: Judith Anderson, Regional Manager, Play England North West 

This workshop will provide advice on developing the play strategies required to access funding through the BIG Children’s Play Initiative.

Creating playful landscapes: Helen Woolley, Senior Lecturer, Sheffield University 
This workshop will evaluate the benefits of natural play landscapes compared to fixed play provision, and consider the practical barriers to creating playful landscapes.

Evaluating play provision: This site tour will evaluate the play provision and facilities for children in Croxteth Park. 
Liverpool’s showcase play area: This site tour will explore the recently opened play provision at Otterspool Promenade and the project to improve the promenade that is part of Merseyside’s new Coastal Park.
-Ends-
-Notes to Editors-

· Parks for Play will be of interest to park managers, play professionals, heads of environmental services, policy makers, councillors, community groups, designers and planners, regeneration professionals, landscape architects, community and voluntary liaison professionals and all other public, private and voluntary sector professionals who are currently working with, or have an interest in, parks and green spaces.

· For full programme information or to book your place, please go to www.green-space.org.uk or call Jonathan Cornwell on 0118 946 9066.
· GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals. For more information please go to www.green-space.org.uk 

· For further information, or to arrange a press pass, please contact:

Becky Volker

Communications Officer
T: 0118 946 9068

E: beckyv@green-space.org.uk
