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Media release

Monday 30 July 2007 – for immediate release

Pounds for Parks conference programme announced
GreenSpace’s next conference, Pounds for Parks, takes place on Wednesday 3 October 2007 at Austin Court, Birmingham. It is supported by IPGS and Birmingham City Council.
Paul Bramhill, Chief Executive of GreenSpace, said “For the parks departments of many cash-strapped local authorities, budget cuts have led to a serious decline in the condition of our parks over the last two decades.

“Pounds for Parks will look at how park managers need to think innovatively to access alternative streams of funding.”
Presentations will include:

Paying for parks

Edward Hobson, Head of Research and Futures, CABE

Drawing on findings from CABE Space’s research Paying for Parks, Edward Hobson will present a range of potential models for funding urban green space.
Making the case

Tony Leach, Director, London Parks and Green Spaces Forum 

Focusing on the need to sell the benefits of parks to the public and politicians alike, Tony Leach will explore ways of ensuring that parks are a priority when budgets are decided.
Concentrating resources

Norman Hudson, Assistant Director - Leisure and Regeneration, Stockport City Council

Looking at methods of increasing money for parks, Norman Hudson will present Stockport City Council’s strategy of concentrating resources on a certain number of parks each year.
Agreeing a future for parks

Peter Wilkinson, Parks Service Manager, Bristol City Council

Understanding local area agreements (LAAs) is an essential skill for today’s park managers. 

Peter Wilkinson will consider how parks can be prioritised within this new mechanism for 

streamlining funding.

Building better parks
Clive Davies, Chief Executive, North East Community Forests

Highlighting the opportunities provided by Section 106 legislation to secure developer contributions towards parks, Clive Davies will present a case study of West Park, Darlington’s first new park in a hundred years.

How to attract sponsorship for parks
Sue Brodie, Director, Zebra Sponsorship and Marketing 

Considering how to make the most of business and commercial opportunities, Sue Brodie will present a guide to securing sponsorship for parks and related activities.
Partnerships in practice

Jerry Gutwin, Greenspace Business Development Manager, London Borough of Islington

Focusing on the benefits of developing corporate relationships, Jerry Gutwin will present a case study of Islington’s successful sponsorship track record. 

Site visits: Birmingham’s parks

Delegates will have the opportunity to undertake site tours to two of Birmingham's newest parks and discover how they have been a catalyst for regeneration.

-Ends-
-Notes to Editors-

· For full programme information or to book your place, please go to www.green-space.org.uk or call Emma Donaldson on 0118 946 9066.
· GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals. For more information please go to www.green-space.org.uk 

· For further information, or to arrange a press pass, please contact:

Becky Volker

Communications Officer
T: 0118 946 9068

E: beckyv@green-space.org.uk
