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MEDIA RELEASE
Tuesday 30 October 2007 - For immediate release

Park volunteers at GreenSpace conference support plans for national Community Network    
Over 90 members of park community and ‘friends of’ groups attended GreenSpace’s Great Parks, Great People conference at Austin Court, Birmingham on 20 October.
Delegates voiced support for the development of GreenSpace’s Community Network, which provides online resources for community groups involved with green space and puts park volunteers in touch with each other to enable them to share practical ideas and advice. There were calls for GreenSpace to help community groups link together via regional and national networks to lobby for parks.
Paul Bramhill, Chief Executive of GreenSpace, said “We’re in the process of updating our Community Network – and now with all the possibilities of the internet it’s much easier for groups to link up and call for improvements not only to their local park but to the wider environment”.
The conference marked the completion of the three-year Heritage Lottery-funded Park It! project, and was supported by Birmingham City Council and CABE Space. 
Speakers at Great Parks, Great People included Leslie Silverlock and 15-year old Marianne Brooker from the Young Advisors Programme, who put forward a lively case for involving young people in parks and green space consultation. Feedback from the event suggests that community groups are hugely interested in engaging young people and took away valuable advice from the presentation. 

Father Brian Ralph of St Barnabas Parish Church in Mile End gave the delegates a passionate presentation advocating the use of park events in promoting trust between communities, and Emma Woolf and Nick Grayson spoke of the benefits of a city-wide forum based on their experiences with the Birmingham Open Spaces Forum and Birmingham City Council.
Holly Rosenegk, Park It! Project Manager, said “Great Parks, Great People was a fitting end to the Park It! project as it saw community groups come together to learn and share ideas and experiences. Volunteers are invaluable to our parks and green spaces and their dedication and passion was clearly evident from their positive reaction and attitude towards the day.”
-Ends-
-More follows-

-Notes to Editors-
· GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals. For more information please go to www.green-space.org.uk 
· Park It! was a series of events taking place regionally in parks throughout the UK. Held over three years, this project was funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (www.hlf.org.uk) and organised by GreenSpace (www.green-space.org.uk) in partnership with local community groups and local authorities. These events inspired communities to discover the history of their parks and celebrate their significance to the local people that use them.
· For more information, please contact:
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