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Diary Date
Tuesday 13 March 2007 – for immediate release
Love Parks Week 2007 announced
This year’s Love Parks Week, organised by parks charity GreenSpace, will take place between Saturday 16 and Sunday 24 June 2007.

The campaign aims to raise national and international awareness of the importance of Britain’s parks and green spaces and encourage people to get out and discover just what these fantastic places have got to offer. 

Scheduled events and activities taking place during the week include hundreds of events in some of the UK’s best-loved parks and green spaces, a national park photo competition and exhibition and a national conference promoting and celebrating community involvement in parks.
Paul Bramhill, Chief Executive of GreenSpace, said: “Love Parks Week is all about celebrating the importance of parks and encouraging people to get out and have fun.” 
Martin Duffy, Communications Manager, said: “There aren’t many other visitor attractions that are free to enter, open to all and provide such a range of benefits to health, quality of life and the environment – what’s not to love?”

Love Parks Week was launched in 2006, when it was celebrated by 200 park events attracting 150,000 attendees.  The campaign reached four million people through these events and through significant local, regional and national media coverage.

Why should we love our parks?
· To improve physical health
Parks provide a place to exercise free of charge while benefiting from contact with nature. A study from Holland has found that ‘for every 10% increase in green space there was a reduction in health complaints equivalent to a reduction of five years of age’.

· To improve general wellbeing

Children with Attention Deficit Disorder have better levels of concentration when exposed to nature
. 

· To reduce the effects of climate change
Green space helps to offset the urban heat island effect, thereby cooling cities. 
A research project at Manchester University found that if a city loses a park that constitutes 10% of the total area of the city, the surface temperature in that city increases significantly over the average
.

· To benefit the economy

Properties adjacent to a park command on average a 5-7% premium over identical properties in the same market area, but outside the influence of the park.

-Ends-
-Notes to Editors-
· GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals. For more information please go to www.green-space.org.uk 
· Greenspace is this year partnering with the Heritage Lottery Fund and Big Lottery Fund to host a national parks photo competition to be launched during Love Parks Week. For more information, please call Alison Scott at HLF on 0207 591 6000.
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