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MEDIA RELEASE

26.03.2007: For immediate release

Park it! 2007 events announced
GreenSpace today announced the nine successful community groups who will receive funding and support to stage an event in their park this summer. 

Holly Rosenegk, Park it! project manager, said “Park it! is all about raising awareness of the value of parks whilst developing the skills and confidence of community groups. Most importantly, Park it! is about people getting outside to enjoy a great event and discover just what their local park has to offer”.    

The project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and managed by GreenSpace. This is the final year of a three year project. 
North West

Park: Marshall’s Arm Local Nature Reserve, Northwich

Community group: Marshall’s Arm Management Committee

Sunday 1 July 
This event will see elements of local history, for example the salt trade, brought to life through boat trips, storytelling, amateur dramatics and canal boat painting workshops.
Northern Ireland

Park: Spring Hill Park, Ballymurphy, Belfast

Community group: Corpus Christi Youth Centre

Friday 6 July
This event, specifically for the young people of Ballymurphy, an area previously affected by the ‘Troubles’, will incorporate a peace walk, music and entertainment.

South

Park: St James’ Park, Southampton

Community group: Friends of St James’ Park

Saturday 7 July
This event, celebrating the centenary of the park, will include themed stalls and a fashion show reflecting different decades of the 20th century. 
Midlands

Park: Sconce & Devon Park, Newark

Community group: Friends of Sconce & Devon Park

Sunday 8 July 

This event, linked with the Newark carnival, has a historic theme and will partner civil war re-enactments with live music and entertainment.

East

Park: Southchurch Park, Southend-on-Sea

Community group: Southchurch Park Watch

Saturday 14 July

This wildlife-focussed event will involve young people in the creation of a designated wildlife area within the park, and include a range of sports and other activities that will aim to encourage young people to use the park in a positive way, thereby tackling antisocial behaviour. 

North East and Yorkshire

Park: St Ives Estate, Bingley
Community group: Friends of St Ives

Sunday 15 July 

This historic event will include civil war re-enactments, a medieval encampment, work horses on display and ‘have-a-go’ archery.

London

Park: Little Wormwood Scrubs Park, Hammersmith & Fulham

Community group: Friends of Little Wormwood Scrubs

Saturday 21 July 

This fun day will include craft workshops, a falconry display, martial arts, a dog show and a city farm. 

Wales

Park: Ponciau Banks Park, Wrexham

Community group: Friends of Ponciau Banks

Saturday 28 July 
This event, organised by the youth members of the Friends group, will see a variety of musical performances from the local community and drama performances to suit all ages.

Scotland

Park: Duchess Hamilton Park, Motherwell

Community group: Friends of Duchess Hamilton Park

Saturday 8 September (TBC)

This 90th birthday celebration of the Duchy will include live music and entertainment by local schools and bands. A memory board will be created before the event to display everyone’s memories of the park within the last 90 years.

-Ends-
-Notes to Editors-

· GreenSpace (www.green-space.org.uk) is a registered charity that promotes the regeneration of parks and public spaces in our towns and cities.

· Park It! is a series of events taking place regionally in parks throughout the UK. Held over three years, this project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (www.hlf.org.uk) and organised by GreenSpace in partnership with local community groups and local authorities. These events will inspire communities to discover the history of their parks and celebrate their significance to the local people that use them.

For more information on Park It! contact Holly Rosenegk, Project Manager on 0118 946 9060 or at amandao@green-space.org.uk 
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