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PARKS GO NEUTRAL AT LAUNCH OF NATIONAL PROJECT

National project launched today to look at ways of using parks and green spaces to combat climate change and off-set carbon emissions

Parks charity GreenSpace has today joined forces with Preston City Council to launch Park it (in neutral) - a project aimed at reducing carbon emissions and tackling climate change through better management of parks and green spaces.
Supported by GreenSpace, Lancashire County Council, Lancashire Economic Partnership and Association of Public Sector Excellence (APSE), Park It (in neutral) is a national project which will assess the possible effects that better management, and development, of natural and built assets within parks and green spaces can have on reducing carbon emissions and tackling climate change.
As well producing a code of conduct for all those working in the parks and green space sector, the project will also aim to capture the pockets of good practice already in place around the country and develop research into new and innovative ways of managing our environmental assets.
Park It (in neutral) will also investigate the concept of developing a carbon trading scheme where businesses and individuals could potentially off-set their own carbon emissions by investing in park and green space projects throughout Britain. 
While this idea has many considerations, it could, if successful, revolutionise the ways parks and green spaces are funded.  Likely projects include improving the energy efficiency of park buildings and park lighting, the adaptation of tree, shrub and hedgerow planting and the creation of wildflower meadows.
Paul Bramhill, Chief Executive of GreenSpace, said: “We hope that this project is the start of a very exciting study in which professionals, experts and those with an interest in tackling climate change, will all become involved in the debate.  This is an opportunity to develop real actions based on quality research and the knowledge and experience of those in the industry.”
Leader of Preston City Council Councillor Ken Hudson said: “We are delighted to announce this research project today.  As well as pulling together existing and new research on this issue, the scheme could potentially have significant impact on additional investment in the council’s parks and green spaces, deliver a reduction in the carbon footprint of the city and place Preston at the forefront of the climate change agenda.”

-More follows-

Nick Briggs, Lancashire Economic Partnership's Director of Strategy and Business Development, said: "Lancashire Economic Partnership fully supports Preston City Council's work as part of our Lancashire Green Infrastructure study, an initiative designed to improve the quality of life of Lancashire's residents by improving the management and development of all our green space assets."

Lancashire County Council Cabinet Member Matthew Tomlinson said: “Lancashire County Council is currently developing a climate change programme and is pleased to be working with GreenSpace and Preston City Council to investigate the feasibility of carbon off-setting projects in the UK.”
Park it (in neutral) was officially launched today by Preston City Council Director Mick Lovatt at the APSE National Climate Change Conference.

As part of the project GreenSpace are requesting examples of good practice in the sustainable management and maintenance of parks and green spaces be sent to:

Sarah Moore
Regional Manager
GreenSpace

T: 0118 946 9065
E: sarahm@green-space.org.uk
-Ends-

-Notes to Editors-
GreenSpace is a registered charity which works to improve parks and green spaces by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled professionals.  For more information please go to www.green-space.org.uk
For more information on the Park It (in neutral) project, please contact:
Matthew Kelly
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Head of Parks and Open Spaces
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Preston City Council
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T: 0118 946 9065
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E: sarahm@green-space.org.uk
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