GreenSpace East Midlands News & Information
Subsidised places available for community groups at Park in the Credit Crunch

GreenSpace’s next conference, Parks in the Credit Crunch, will take place on 17 February 2009 in London. The conference, which will explore how to secure funding for parks and green space in an uncertain financial climate while utilising their existing resources to the full, is organised in partnership with IPGS. 

Topics explored at Parks in the Credit Crunch will include how to find and secure alternative sources of capital and revenue funding, how to maximise the value of volunteer time, how to attract corporate sponsorship and volunteering, and how to market parks and green space to attract increased investment. This one-day conference will feature a packed programme of presentations, case studies and site tours and will provide delegates with a range of practical guidance and advice that can be applied in their own parks and green spaces. 

There are a limited number of subsidised places, priced at £90.00, available to registered GreenSpace Community Network members and those in full-time education. To find out more and book your place, please call Jessica Reid on 0118 946 9068, email events@green-space.org.uk or go to www.green-space.org.uk. 



Green skills database

CABE Space is backing GreenSKILL, an online database for improving green space skills and training, with a 50 per cent discount to local authorities for subscriptions until March 2009.

Visit: http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=2918&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_content=249270272&utm_campaign=CABE+News+++December+2008+_+dyvur&utm_term=GreenSKILL for more information.



Planning conditions breached for provision of play areas.

Barratt Homes, through its parent company BDW Trading Ltd, has been fined £750 and ordered to pay costs for failing to install children's play areas at a development in Stockport.

The action relates to a development by Barratts known as Melland Park at Station Road and Brooklands Road in Reddish. Barratt was granted planning permission to build 82 homes at a site in 2005.

Visit: http://www.planningresource.co.uk/bulletins/Planning-Resource-Daily-Bulletin/News/869364/Barratt-fined-Stockport-playground-wrangle/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin for more information.



Healthy Communities

Healthy Communities Ipsos MORI survey results

In the summer of 2008, the Healthy Communities Programme commissioned Ipsos MORI to conduct a survey of local authority chief executives and senior staff to assess how councils are responding to the health improvement agenda. A total of 400 interviews were conducted with staff in 265 councils. The results of the survey are now available.

Visit: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9072231 for more information.

Beating the 'baby blues' in Surrey

The weeks and months following the birth of a baby can be a difficult time for new mothers. But a scheme in Surrey is helping women beat the ‘baby blues’ by encouraging them to take part in organised ‘buggy walks’.

Every week a group of mothers can be seen pushing their babies around the local park and butterfly gardens in the Surrey village of Lingfield. To many observers the sight is unremarkable. But the group – normally about a half-a-dozen or so – is part of an innovative drive to help new mothers.

Visit: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9182532 for more information.

Allotments in Daventry 

Allotments have been around for years. But Daventry District Council has redefined the image of them by promoting them as a way of keeping fit and learning about healthy eating.

The traditional image of allotments is of an elderly man, leaning on a fork sipping hot cocoa from a thermos flask. But in the Northamptonshire market town of Daventry nothing could be further from the truth. 

Visit: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9182525 for more information.

Surf's up!

Imagine you work in local government and have a really good, albeit potentially risky, idea for increasing physical activity. It involves getting young people abseiling, surfing and skateboarding. Do you a) try and forget about it, b) find a job in the private sector or c) follow it up with your manager and seek out funding for a five-year extreme sports programme?

Gareth Dix, Leisure Officer at North Cornwall District Council, had such an idea and chose option c). North Cornwall District Council is now using ‘extreme sports’ to promote physical activity to young people.

The Challenging Lifestyles project has so far involved around 3,500 young people, mostly aged eight to 13 years. The range of activities includes kayaking, surfing, mountain boarding – see Glossary – and skateboarding. Interestingly, the participants thus far have been 60 per cent female, 40 per cent male.

Visit: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9199361 for more information.



Plan unveiled to restore London's neglected rivers

An action plan to rejuvenate 15km of London's rivers was launched this morning. Although the quality of the River Thames has improved greatly since the industrial revolution, its many tributaries still suffer from the 20th century legacy of confining rivers in concrete channels. The London Rivers Action Plan (LRAP) aims to restore these rivers to their natural state, creating a more sustainable city, as well as reducing flood risk and improving the environment.

Visit: http://www.planningresource.co.uk/bulletins/Planning-Resource-Daily-Bulletin/News/871667/Plan-unveiled-restore-Londons-neglected-rivers/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin for more information.



Improving park performance

The performance of local authority green space services is under more scrutiny than ever before, with increasing expectations from both the public and the government.

TAES – towards an excellent service for parks and open spaces – is designed to help green space teams get a clearer idea of their own performance and how to improve. 

Visit: http://cabeautomatic.cmail4.com/T/ViewEmail/y/6A174DCE41A59799/EFF08273AFA36C8244D0DD5392A9C75A for more information and to download a copy of the pdf.



‘Access to Nature’: connecting people with nature

First year of grant scheme sees £1.7 million allocated to improve people’s access to the natural environment.

Natural England’s Access to Nature grant scheme has been inundated with applications since it was launched in autumn 2007 by Alan Titchmarsh.

Access to Nature aims to encourage people to appreciate England’s countryside particularly those who face social exclusion or people who currently have little or no contact with the natural environment – perhaps because they have had few chances to get out and enjoy green spaces or because they lack the confidence to do so.

The overwhelming response to this £25 million scheme, which is funded through the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme, shows that communities are hugely interested in creating new initiatives to give local people better access to nature.

Visit: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/press/news2009/020109.htm for more information.



New funding to help hill farmers protect historic uplands

A new payment scheme that will reward hill farmers for protecting and enhancing the landscapes and environment of England’s iconic uplands was announced by Environment Secretary Hilary Benn today.  The Uplands Entry Level Stewardship (Uplands ELS) will replace the Hill Farm Allowance, and is designed to ensure that farmers are supported and rewarded in their efforts to maintain England’s historic upland landscape, such as the Cumbrian Fells, Dartmoor and the Peak District.

Through the scheme, hill farmers will be rewarded for maintaining the biodiversity and natural resources of the area, which helps support the effort to fight and adapt to climate change, and for maintaining iconic features of the landscape such as dry stone walls and stone-faced hedge banks.

Defra is prepared to make available up to £31 million within the existing Rural Development Programme budget to fund uptake of Uplands ELS.

Hill Farmers are also eligible for other Environmental Stewardship schemes such as Higher Level Stewardship, Entry Level Stewardship and Organic ELS. They also receive the Single Payment. 

Visit: http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2008/081218c.htm for more information.



Green Open Space: What’s so Good About That Then? (Annual Review 2007/08)

What are the real benefits of open space?  Watch and listen to the people who use the Trust's sites describe what open space means to them.

Visit: http://www.landrestorationtrust.co.uk/template.asp?l1=7&l2=106 for more information.



Play England News Letter

Visit: http://www.playengland.org.uk/eastmidlands/east-mids-enews-dec-08.pdf to download the pdf.



Rights of Way Improvement Plans

The aim of a ROWIP is to assess: the extent to which local rights of way meet the present and likely future needs of the public; the opportunities provided by local rights of way for exercise and other forms of open-air recreation and the enjoyment of the authority’s area; and the accessibility of local rights of way to blind and partially sighted persons and others with mobility problems.

There is no legal duty to implement ROWIPs. Their value comes from the fact that they encourage new ways of thinking about, and improving, both statutory and permissive rights of way networks and their linkages with green space and where people live. A well written ROWIP that meets the needs and aspirations of the public it serves should help a local authority to more effectively: unlock various funding sources; foster volunteering in the community; and integrate management of, and improvements to, the network with a range of overlapping environmental, social and economic objectives.

Visit: http://naturalengland.communisis.com/NaturalEnglandShop/product.aspx?ProductID=71f087f6-7914-4b24-9d84-d384d9056be4 for more information.



Park City Conference
A ground breaking conference on the emerging role of green infrastructure in creating sustainable towns and cities and successful places.

ParkCity is a two-day conference sponsored by CABE and Natural England, the Government’s advisors on urban design and the natural environment. 

We believe proper investment in green infrastructure is now critical to every development, every neighbourhood and every service. This idea is moving to the forefront of strategies and planning across regional and local government.

Visit: http://livegroup.co.uk/parkcity/index.php?view=introduction for more information.



CABE Space leaders programme

10-13 February 2009 Leeds-Bradford; Residential leadership training for the green space sector.

Good Quality green spaces are central to the creation of successful places.  The sort of places that encourage healthy lifestyles, active play, are socially inclusive, attractive and economically vibrant as well as being environmentally sustainable. This increased profile brings new challenges for those managing green space, particularly those working at a strategic level.  The roles of the green space manager has changed.

Visit: http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1575&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_content=249270272&utm_campaign=CABE+News+++December+2008+_+dyvur&utm_term=CABE+Space+leaders+programme+2009 for more information.


A unique project is underway just outside Milton Keynes to recreate a floodplain forest and tackle flood risk.

We tend to think of the English landscape as being ‘natural’, yet almost all of it is the product of thousands of years of human intervention. This is particularly true of our rivers, which used regularly to overflow into their natural’, yet almost all of it is the product of thousands of years of human intervention. This is particularly true of our rivers, which used regularly to overflow into their natural floodplains, creating areas known as floodplain forest, but are now usually contained within their banks. In the outskirts of the city of Milton Keynes, however, a unique project is under way to recreate a floodplain forest.
Visit: http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=2698&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Email+marketing+software&utm_content=249270272&utm_campaign=CABE+News+++December+2008+_+dyvur&utm_term=Floodplain+forest%2c+Milton+Keynes for more information.



National and other long distance and promoted routes.

Natural England has been carrying out a review of National Trails.  A series of consultation events have been held around the country, primarily aimed at National Trail contacts, but the consultation is also relevant to other long distance regional or promoted recreational routes. For any one who is interested in these issues and has not already received details, Jan Tilsley of Natural England has supplied the formal consultation questionnaire, and other supporting documents, including the presentation given at the events.  

Send comments from your organisation to peter.ashcroft@naturalengland.org.uk  or post to;

Peter Ashcroft 
Natural England 
John Dower House 
Crescent Place 
Cheltenham 
GL50 3RA 

The closing date is 6 February 2009



Ultimate mountain bike trail in Staffordshire

Chase Trails volunteers and partners have raised over £60,000 for the project, £28,000 of which came from the Staffordshire Aggregates Levy Grant Scheme.  Sport England’s West Midlands Regional Sports Board (RSB) recently awarded the initiative £130,800 from the National Lottery funded Community Investment Fund.  

Chase Trails is a volunteer group of local mountain bikers who have given up countless weekends to help enhance the cycling facilities at Cannock Chase.  

Martin Bave from Chase Trails, says: 

"It’s great that after almost two years of detailed planning by Chase Trails, that work is starting on what promises to be the most technical trails on Cannock Chase. The new trail will be both physically and technically challenging for riders and will be a mixture of machine and hand built sections. 

Visit: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/newsrele.nsf/05faf542d009f95080256a18005f929f/f75977ff05fbb9478025751a0052bc44!OpenDocument for more information.



Forestry Commission Events: What’s On in January in Bedfordshire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and Rutland?

The Forestry Commission organises hundreds of events for visitors all year round. Here is January's listing of events and activities around the region.

Visit: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/newsrele.nsf/WebNewsReleases/F64F6A6470B33D0F80257535004F5B47 for more information.



Green future for England’s trees, woods and forests

Forestry Minister, Huw Irranca-Davies, said:

“There are more than a million hectares of woodland and forest in England today.  Trees make a big difference to people’s quality of life and wellbeing, improving the places where we live, work and play.  People need to be able to get involved in planning, managing and looking after their local woodlands and trees, and the plan launched today will help us to make the most of our trees to combat climate change, protect wildlife, and yield other social, economic and environmental benefits. 

Visit: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/newsrele.nsf/WebNewsReleases/886FA7AA61C6717680257523004B1F4C for more information.



Briefing Note: Explanation of the different sport participation indicators Background

There are currently a number of key Government sport participation indicators which exist in the sporting landscape, and which are being measured by Sport England’s Active People Survey. This note seeks to explain the rationale for these indicators, and the definitions of each.

*Note the indicators are frequently misleadingly referred to being for sport when in fact they are for sport and active recreation which includes recreational walking and cycling.*

Visit: http://www.sportengland.org/summary_of_sport_participation_indicators.pdf to download the pdf.


Remember to use our website for information on current issues, minutes of meetings, job adverts and resources and much more. Let us know of any comments you may have on the website or suggestions for items to be included.


New names have been added to our network. If you are one of these it is because you are believed to have an interest in Green Space issues in the East Midlands. Currently network contacts receive News and Information, notice of related meetings, case study information and can participate in network consultations – some of these services may be restricted to GreenSpace East Midlands paying members in the future, but are currently free. If you or any established contact no longer wish to be included, please notify us and your name will be removed. If you have colleagues who would like to included, please ask them to forward their contact details.


Leanne Scholey
Regional Assistant
GreenSpace
