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	A first newsletter for a NW regional landscape partnership

Natural England ran a survey a few months ago to canvas ideas about a regional landscape partnership.  We had a good positive response, with a range of different sectors and interests feeding back.  The idea of an informal partnership, to link public, private and voluntary sectors, and practitioners and interested individuals, was widely supported.

One of the most popular requests was for an email-based method of contact.  Hence Natural England has put together the first of what we propose to be quarterly e-newsletters, as a general round-up of news, events, feedback, new guidance, consultations, etc: in short, anything anyone wants to send for inclusion. 

Based on the Landscape Partnership survey feedback, Natural England have proposed some general draft terms of reference for a partnership (attached, as a Word document, along with some key messages that came out of the survey).  We hope to discuss and confirm these proposals with you at a regional conference in March.

If anyone would like to look at the overall summary of the partnership survey, please follow this link.  The password is "trialanderror".  https://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=FE_2bJ4sgZTfN_2byA_2fDrcmqjAZ6jkpQwfMwMEGO3QgNMnM_3d
North West News

An invitation to a regional conference, NW Landscape Matters: new perspectives on people, places and nature, Thursday 26 March, Wigan

Invitations to a regional landscape conference on 26 March will be sent out shortly.  The conference represents the launch of an informal regional Landscape Partnership to promote and discuss landscape matters, and is designed to make new connections between individuals and different disciplines across public, private and voluntary sectors.  We hope you will be able to attend.

The conference will cover the European Landscape Convention (ELC) and its relevance for people's work and the enjoyment of the natural environment.  European and national policy developments have implications for landscape policy, planning and management in the North West.  The event will look at how the region can respond, especially within the context of the emerging Single Regional Strategy.

It will also introduce a number of North West projects in the pipeline, and offer a choice of discussion workshops.  The topics for these reflect the suggestions received in the partnership survey feedback.  The workshops, to be run by a range of partners, will be confirmed as soon as possible, but should include landscape's relationship with green infrastructure planning and with biodiversity, historic landscape characterisation, the role of forestry in the landscape, and public perception of landscape, among other topics.

Places will be limited and allocated on a first come, first served basis, so do please reply as soon as possible to the invitation.

North West Landscape Character Framework project

Your help is needed to reply to a questionnaire to help produce a North West landscape character framework.  Countryscape and Alison Farmer Associates have been appointed to develop a region-wide framework, which will provide links to local assessments, create regional landscape types and regional character areas.  The outputs will be freely available and useful for a number of different purposes, such as spatial planning, land management and mapping for biodiversity or historic landscape, and even potentially for community engagement or education.

The consultants will soon be sending out a questionnaire asking for your help with identifying the uses, or obstacles to use, of landscape character assessments (LCAs) in your area.  Even if your knowledge or use of LCAs is limited, please do still feed back, as identifying gaps is very useful.  The response time will be fairly short, as this stage of the work will soon move on to the creation of the methodology for the framework itself.  It would be much appreciated if you could look out for the questionnaire and find some time to respond.

The project is being funded by Natural England and 4NW, with a range of partners engaged on a Project Steering Group.  The project will be discussed further at the regional conference on 26 March.

For more information, contact Ruth.Benson@naturalengland.org.uk.

National news

Natural England consultation on landscape policies

There are two Natural England consultations on landscape policy currently running.  Both are available on the Natural England website at http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/consultations/default.htm
The All Landscapes Matter policy is open for comments until 13 March 2009.   This sets out Natural England's detailed policy for working with and through England’s landscapes as an integrating framework for managing change, and raising the quality of all landscapes and the benefits they provide, whether they are rural, urban or coastal, ordinary or outstanding.
The Future Landscapes policy is open for comment until 27 March.  This sets out Natural England policy on how landscapes should evolve and develop into the future. It outlines a set of principles that will help us to develop a vision for future landscapes in the context of climate change; and explain how we will promote a secure environmental future in which England’s changing landscapes are managed sustainably while remaining highly valued, distinctive expressions of local identity.

Miscellaneous

Any feedback?

We hope that this newsletter is of interest to you.  Any views on ways to improve it would be welcome.  The next newsletter will be sent out around the end of April 2009, so if you want to include anything, please let us know by Friday 25 April.

If you prefer to be removed from the mailing list, please contact Clare Mumford and she will remove your email address immediately.  

A new view of Wigan?

Just for interest: the photo at the top of this newsletter is of Wigan Flashes Local Nature Reserve.  It may be a different landscape image of Wigan - the location of the forthcoming regional landscape conference - than that which some people associate with the area!

Clare Mumford, North West Regional Advocacy & Partnerships team, Natural England

clare.mumford@naturalengland.org.uk, tel 0300 060 0208
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13 March - Natural England All Landscapes Matter policy consultation ends.

26 March - North West Landscape Matters conference, Wigan

27 March - Natural England Future Landscapes policy consultation ends.

Feedback

If you have anything to add for the next issue, or comments on how to improve this, we would like to hear from you. Please send us your feedback by 25 April 2009.

If you prefer to delete your name from the mailing list, just let us know.
	 

	

	
	
	
	
	


