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2000 ï MSDC & Friends awarded the Millennium Marque 



March 2005 ï 1st of four Green Flag Awards 



Proposed BH northern bypass 

 



Circle of Green Spaces 

 
ÅBedelands, Railway Lands, Brick Works, 

Ditchling Common, Wellhouse Lane, 

Batchelors Farm, Jane Murray Way, 

Sussex Way, Sheddingdean AW, Freeks 

Lane, West Park, St Johns Common 

Bedelands is not an island,  

but a part of many wildlife ócorridorsô 

that link a  





Facts & Figures  
ÅMay 1994 - Friends of Bedelands Farm Nature                   

 Reserve formed. 
 

Å2000 - Millennium Marque (Bedelands). 
 

Å2005 to 2008 - 4 Green Flags (Bedelands). 
 

ÅApril 2007 - Awarded Charity Status. 
 

ÅJune 2007 - Friends of the Green Crescent  
 amalgamated with Friends of Bedelands. 

 

ÅOctober 2007 ï Network  approved by BHTC. 
 

ÅAugust 2008 - Changed name to Friends of 
 Burgess Hill Green Circle Network. 

 

ÅMarch 2009 ï Biodiversity Opportunity Area 



Constitution of Green Circle 

ÅAIMS.  The aims of the Friends are:- 

ÅTo promote the conservation, protection and 

improvement of the physical and natural 

environment around Burgess Hill and other 

local areas for the public benefit. 

ÅTo advance the education of the public about 

wildlife and leisure pursuits within the network. 

ÅTo encourage greater awareness and 

enjoyment of the area. 

 



Membership 2001 ï 2010 (March - households) 
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The Routes 

go within 100m of:- 

Å11 schools and 8 sports facilities 

Åboth factory estates and stations 

Å4 local shopping parades 

and 

Connects town centre to  

residential areas and countryside 



Green Circle Project 

ÅSupported unanimously by BHTC 

ÅSenior planners and Councillors aware 

ÅIncluded in town transport report 

ÅBuilt into Town and District Plans 

ÅDevelopers aware.  Site meetings. 

ÅThree-tiers action group formed for 

concerted action and funding. 

ÅTicks many boxes ï landscape approach 



Project Benefits 
Å1. Green ócorridorô protecting wildlife 

Å2. Traffic-free network for pedestrians, 

 riders, push-chairs & wheelchairs 

Å3. Safe links to schools, shops, work, 

 sports facilities, stations, countrysideé 

Å4.  Encourages exercise and exploration 

Å5. Community project, many LCOs 

Å6. Reduces traffic congestion 

Å7.  Tourist attraction 



Organisation 
ÅMain Committee- officers + reps from teams & local 

councils, trustees:- 

ÅLiaise with councils, SWT, BTCV, CPRE, partnership 

ÅPrioritise. Training courses, safety,  

 

Åa) Programme- rolling- Newsletter, media, website, 
walks & talks, education, publicity 

Åb) Nature- surveys, Man Plans, designations (LNR, 
SNCI, BOAé) Management Plans,   

Åc) Planning- monitor, meet officers, developers, 
councillors ï influence future of town sites 

Åd) Access - cycling, walking, running, disabled ï 
signage etc. influence Town Plan 

 

 









View from Nightingale Meadows 



Pangdean Lane 

 



The water tower on a frosty morning 



Pepper Park 

 



The óBumpy Bridgeô route to St Wildfrids Road 



óOpen Accessô has its problems! 



Conservation 

ÅStrategic Gap, Green Belt & SNCI 

ÅAncient Hedgerows & Woodlands 

ÅRoman Road 

ÅFlower-rich Meadows 

ÅRivers, Streams & Ponds 

ÅAll Precious Countryside 

 



Aspirations 

Å    Conserve wildlife areas 

Å Extend Reserves 

Å    Visitor Centre & staff 

Å Disabled Access 

Å    Walking & riding network 

        








