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GreenSpace

 Started in 1997 as Urban Parks Forum
* Renamed in 2003, became a national charity in 2005

* Now have:
Regional forums & the GreenSpace National Forum
Green LINK national coalition of NGO’s — with agency observers
Community Network of 1000’s of community and Friends groups
Host the National Federation of Parks and Green Space
Founder member of Parks for Life international partnership
Green Places magazine
Founded the Institute of Parks and Green Space
Love Parks Week campaign
GreenSTAT visitor satisfaction tool
New Policy & Research unit
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- Been in post as Forum Manager since Aug 2009
- Policy and research since Aug 2010
- Network now over 480 contacts in the SE



Research and Evidence...

Social Value
Communities
Volunteering and Community-Led
Management
Public Health and Well Being
Families and Children
Education
Older people
Social Care and Disability

Equalities
Crime and Policing
Culture and Sport

Environmental
Ecology, Nature and Biodiversity
Air Quality
Air Cooling
Water and Flood Management

Landscape

Waste

Local Food

Energy and Climate Change
Transport

Economic Value

Business Attraction and Retention
Increase in Property Value and Local
EVES

Redevelopment and Renewal
Health

Recreation

Environment

Tourism

Events

Industry/Employment Value
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So what is the problem?

Budgets are being dramatically reduced 25-
40% for some authorities

Local authorities do not have to provide parks
as they are not statutory

There is ever growing demands from
statutory services: education, children’s
services, community care and housing etc

Budgets normally annual
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Significant impact on parks and countryside services, and others, after CSR
No automatic protection for parks or green spaces

Limited access to capital funding needed to improve and enhance green
spaces — even communities only have access to limited funding




Agendas from Government
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The big picture Communities

and Local Government
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¢ The Prime Minister has been clear that the government has three priorities
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Generating growth Creating the Big Society Implementing reforms
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Voluntary and
philanthropic
action
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Localism: Current initiatives...

.... .
Action taken and underway :. Communities
®

and Local Government
o®

Lift the burden of Increase local control of Open up government to
bureaucracy public finance public scrutiny
* Red Tape Challenge Removal of ring-fencing * Transparent crime data
* CAA/LAA/Audit LG Resources Review * DCLGand LAs spend data
Commission Community budgets * Single Data List
* Regional strategies Social Fund * SCSsalary data
* Standards Board

Empower communities to Diversify the supply of Strengthen accountability to
do things their way public services local people
* General Power of Academies and Free * Health and Wellbeing
Competence schools Boards
* Neighbourhood Plans Right to challenge * Police and Crime
+ Community Right to Buy Mutuals Commissioners

GP Commissioning * Directly elected mayors
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- 2 4. Authority either accepts, or
How does it work? accepts with modification and

then undertakes a procurement
exercise, or rejects and a
reason for rejection published

2. Expression of
interest from VCS,

] charity, parish, or
O } staff } |

'S
3. Relevant authority BO B
reaches a decision on

the expression of
interest FRC GROUP

1. Relevant
services are subject
to challenge

For a light-hearted view see: a Greenspace
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Reducing health inequalities
Improving mental health
Improving physical activity
Reducing obesity
Enhancing social cohesion

Moderating impact from extreme weather
Shelter from UV, noise, wind

Carbon sequestration

Improved water and air quality

Food
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