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South West Friends Of Parks and Green Spaces Conference Agenda:  

23.10.10, Park Conference Centre at Exeter City Football Club, Exeter 
 
Morning session: 
 
1000: Arrival, registration, teas and coffees 
 
1030: Introduction  
          Roger Gates and Peter Wilkinson (GreenSpace South West) and Exeter Parks Watch 
 
1035: Presentation 1: Making the most of community involvement 
          Fraser Bridgeford - Bristol Parks Forum  

Community groups and volunteers play an invaluable role in the management of our green spaces. 
Fraser Bridgeford explains the origins of the Bristol Parks Forum and how it actively supports Bristol 
City Council, focusing on their work to influence decision-makers, improve the profile of the city's 
parks, and protect investment, revenue and resources.  

 
1105: Presentation 2: Ingredients for a successful community space transformation 
          Nicola Mathers - CABE Space  

Every community group and the projects they are involved with are different. However, there are 
some key aspects which can be applied to virtually all community space improvement projects. 
Nicola Mathers will outline key stages which can help your project be successful. 

 
1130: Q&A 
 
1145: Tea and coffee break ς opportunity to visit exhibition stands 
 
 
1205: Presentation 3:  Improving the sustainability of your project  
          Lynn Gibbons ς Sustainability South West 

It is vital that community projects are developed sustainably if they are to be truly successful. Lynn 
Gibbons will provide an overview of some of the initiatives available to community group which can 
ensure decision making is based on proven sustainability criteria and thus contribute towards 
making the South West a more sustainable region. 

 
1230: Presentation 4: The benefits of Green Infrastructure to communities 
          Roger Gates ς GreenSpace South West  

Green Infrastructure (GI) is the natural environment network that lies within and links our cities, 
towns and villages. This presentation will introduce the concept of GI and explore some of the social 
and environmental benefits that can be realised by community groups, volunteers and visitors to 
green spaces. 

 
1255: Q&A  
 
1310: Networking lunch with the opportunity to visit exhibition stands 
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Afternoon session: 
 
 
1355: Introduction 
 
 
Delegates may choose two of the following workshop sessions: 
 
1400: How community groups can play a greater role in the management of green spaces 
          Nicola Mathers ς CABE Space 

The enthusiasm, commitment and local knowledge within a community are invaluable qualities 
when it comes to establishing volunteer groups to successfully manage open spaces. However, 
community groups can encounter many unfamiliar processes and practices that can appear overly 
bureaucratic when wanting to improve a public space. Nicola Mathers will outline some of the 
options available to groups to enable them to become more empowered, by looking at case studies 
and providing an overview of free guides and resources available to community groups. 

 
1400: Toolkits for sustainable community management of open spaces 
           Lynn Gibbons ς Sustainability South West 

Every individual, group or organisation can take steps to be more sustainable. However it can be 
challenging to know where to start in terms of assessing your project and then deciding on the best 
course of action to reduce your carbon footprint. Lynn Gibbons will demonstrate the new SustNav 
sustainability toolkit and other initiatives which will provide a simple sustainability assessment of 
your project or proposed scheme. It will enable you to start thinking about integrating sustainability 
measures into your project. 

 
 
1400: Starting and developing community groups 
           Ruth Rolls ς GreenSpace East Midlands 

Community groups are often formed from a motivation to address a threat or an opportunity 
identified by them, that has an impact on the lives of local people and the neighbourhood's green 
spaces, heritage, wildlife or identity. As groups develop their aims, objectives and tasks, they identify 
skills and knowledge that their members need to develop in order to achieve their goals. Ruth Rolls 
will outline the main steps individuals should consider taking when starting a new community group 
and how skills and knowledge can be acquired to enable community groups to function more 
effectively. 

 
1620: Q&A 
 
 
1635: Summary and evaluation 
 
 
1645: Close 
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Carolle House Wolverhampton City Council 

Susan Lawrence Exeter Parks Watch 

Sally Lean Tessier Gardens Friends Group 

Sandra Ling Tessier Gardens Friends Group 

Ralph Mackridge Newton Abbot Community Interest 
Company 

Claire Marston Friends of Victoria Park, Chelston 
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Annick Mercier Bournville Area Residents Association 
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Introduction to Morning Session 
 
Susan Lawrence  
Chair 
Exeter Parks Watch 
 
Susan Lawrence is the Chair of Exeter Parks Watch and as part of the introduction to the conference 
provided an overview of the aims and work of the group. 
 
Exeter Parks Watch was originally set up to help address problems of anti-social behavior occurring in 
9ȄŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ    The group is a community-led forum which has no executive powers and no funds.  It aims 
to bring agencies together to solve issues.  Residents who live near to parks have helped to bring in funding, 
which has in turn reduced anti-social behaviour. 
 
Events have been held including an arts day which helped to attract more visitors to the parks.  Exeter Parks 
Watch have taken out public liability insurance, which enables 10 community led events to be held each 
year.    
 
The work of Exeter Parks Watch was also successfully nominated for a Home Office award.           
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Presentation 1: Making the most of community involvement 

 
Fraser Bridgeford 
Vice chair 
Bristol Parks Forum 
 
www.bristolparksforum.org.uk  
 
Fraser Bridgeford is a lifelong outdoor enthusiast and supporter of the conservation of wilderness and wild 

places. He became active with Bristol parks in 2005, leading the campaign against development in Castle 

Park, his local city centre park. Since then he has continued his involvement with parks throughout Bristol 

and for the last three years has chaired the Bristoƭ tŀǊƪǎ CƻǊǳƳΦ CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 

business consulting, project management and change management has brought a refreshing dynamic to the 

organisation.  Working closely with parks officers and councillors he ensures that parks continue at the top 

of the local political agenda. 

 

Bristol Parks Forum was established by Bristol Parks as an umbrella organisation for community park 

groups and organisations in the city with an interest in their local parks and green spaces. 

 

The forum is supported by Bristol City Council but acts independently and is currently the only 'community 

voice' that is dedicated to all of Bristol's green spaces.  

 

The forum's three main roles are:  

 

- to offer an opportunity to share ideas and experience; 

- to act as a consultation body for the Bristol Parks service and other agencies; 

- to influence decision-making, including the allocation of resources.

 

Community groups and volunteers play an invaluable role in the management of our green spaces. Fraser 
Bridgeford explains the origins of the Bristol Parks Forum and how it actively supports Bristol City Council, 
focusing on their work to influence decision-makers, improve the profile of the city's parks, and protect 
investment, revenue and resources.
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Bristol Parks Forum (BPF) is an umbrella organisation for community and park groups with an interest in 

their local parks and green spaces.  There are over 450 parks and open spaces in Bristol.  The forum is 

independent and operates via a committee system but is supported by Bristol City Council.  Fraser 

explained how he got involved when there were plans to develop a quarter of the park, opposite to where 

he lived.  BPF plays an influencing role with the parks service and councillors and it is important not to 

ΨŦƛƎƘǘΩ ōǳǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ 

The Forum played a role in the formation of neighbourhood partnerships in Bristol.  These partnerships are 

intended to improve decision making at the local level.  BPF were involved in the application for Town 

Green status of Ashton Vale (proposed site of new football stadium). 

Political leaders are represented on the forum, with the Cabinet member for Parks sitting on the 

Committee. 

Bristol City Council published their Parks & Green Spaces strategy for the next 20 years.  BPF were active 

stakeholders in the development of this strategy and the Local Development Framework and have a big 

influencing role with the Council, in terms of lobbying for longer consultation periods. It was agreed that the 

strategy would be part funded by the disposal of low value land and BPF successfully lobbied the Cabinet 

member for parks to agree to ring-ŦŜƴŎŜ тл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ Ψƭƻǿ ǾŀƭǳŜΩ ƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 

implementation of the strategy. 

.Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ tŀǊƪǎ ϧ DǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘΥ 

http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Parks-and-open-spaces/information-and-

advice/bristol-parks-and-green-space-strategy-fsis/bristols-parks-and-green-space-strategy---complete.en  

http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Parks-and-open-spaces/information-and-advice/bristol-parks-and-green-space-strategy-fsis/bristols-parks-and-green-space-strategy---complete.en
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Parks-and-open-spaces/information-and-advice/bristol-parks-and-green-space-strategy-fsis/bristols-parks-and-green-space-strategy---complete.en
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BPF has also been involved with Bristol City Council in developing guidelines for events held in parks.  BPF 

ƘŀǾŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ turn, that of the forum by liaising with the press 

over park developments and issues and having stalls at festivals and events. 

Hugh Holden explained how one of the main aims of the BPF is to get community groups, Councillor Officers 

and Councillors all pulling in the same direction.  A major achievement of the forum has been to 

successfully lobby for funds associated with waste management to be transferred to parks and open spaces. 

The Bristol Tree Forum is part of the BPF and has an aspiration to increase tree canopy cover in the city 

from the current 13% to 30% in the future.  It has also managed to successfully lobby for a reduction in the 

percentage of street trees felled annually in the city from 3% to 1%.    

The Tree Forum has recently won the Barcham Tree Award, which is awarded for Local Authorities with the 

best community management of their trees.  
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Presentation 2: Ingredients for a successful community space transformation

 

Nicola Mathers 
Advisor 
CABE 
 
www.cabe.org.uk  
 
Nicola Mathers joined CABE (the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment) in 2003 as part of 

the CABE Space team, the unit of CABE that champions improvements to urban public spaces in England. 

Nicola is an advisor in the management and skills team. Her focus is developing and supporting practical 

guidance and tools for both professionals and community groups to improve the quality of public spaces for 

everyone. Over the past 6 years Nicola has developed and managed Spaceshaper, a tool for measuring the 

quality of public space that gives both users and professionals an equal say in how a space is improved and 

managed. She has lead on the creation of guidance for local authorities in relation to adapting public spaces 

for climate change and more recently how the management and ownership of public open spaces can be 

transferred from local authorities to community and voluntary groups.

 
CABE ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǳǊōŀƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōƻŘȅΣ ƛǘ 

encourages policy makers to create places that work for people. CABE helps local planners apply national 

design policy and offer expert advice to developers and architects. It shows public sector clients how to 

commission buildings that meet the needs of their users. By advising, influencing and inspiring, CABE work 

to create well-designed, welcoming places. CABE Space is a specialist unit within CABE that aims to bring 

excellence to the design and management of parks and public space in our towns and cities. 

Every community group and the projects they are involved with are different. However, there are some key 

aspects which can be applied to virtually all community space improvement projects. Nicola Mathers will 

outline key stages which can help your project be successful. 
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All over the country community groups are becoming involved in improving public spaces and often they 
are acting as the client.  Over the past few years, a range of funding grants and programmes have been 
available for the purpose of communities improving local open spaces.  The new coalition government is 
keen for community groups to have greater control over how the local environment is managed and 
improved. 
 
What does the Big Society mean?  
It has been said that the Big Society means different things depending on who you ask.  It is likely to lead to 
increased localism, in the form of co-operatives, mutuals and other social enterprises.  
¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ih² ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƎŜǘǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
all of us to work that out between ourselves.  
 
Some examples of what the Big Society may be: 
 
1. Give communities more powers : 
- by reforming the planning system;  
- by saving local facilities and giving to communities to manage; 
- training people to become community organisers   
 
2. Encourage people to take an active role in their communities  
- ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ψ.ƛƎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 5ŀȅΩ 
and making regular community involvement a key element of civil service staff appraisals. To practice what 
they preach; 
-  encourage charitable giving and philanthropy;  
- Introduction of a National Citizen Service. The initial flagship project will provide a programme for 16 year 
olds. 
 
3. Transfer of power from central to local government  
- radical devolution of power and greater financial autonomy to local government;  
- give councils a general power of competence; 
- abolish Regional Spatial Strategies and return decision-making powers on housing and planning to local 
councils. This is part of the broader planning reform agenda.  
 
4. Support co-ops, mutuals, charities and social enterprises  
- these mutuals etc would have a much greater role in delivering public services.  
- give public sector workers a new right to form employee-owned co-operatives and bid to take over the 
services they deliver. This will empower millions of public sector workers to become their own boss and 
help them to deliver better services.  
- publishing data ς ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǿƘƻƳΦ This 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ΨǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΩ ŀǊŜŀΦ  
 
{ƻΣ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ DǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜΚ  
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The following is stated in the Coalition agreement:  
There is therefore a top level recognition from this Government that green spaces are important ς both for 
community benefit and also for biodiversity.  We will maintain the Green Belt, Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSIs) and other environmental protections, and create a new designation ς similar to SSSIs in 
order to halt the loss of habitats and restore biodiversity. 
 
For community groups this is likely to mean.... 
 

- Working with volunteers 
- Transfer of green space assets to community groups 
- Encouragement to set up a mutual or social enterprise to deliver green space management 

 
However with reduced budgets, there is likely to be less support for community groups, just when there is a 
need for increased community involvement.   
 
So there may be less money.  
 
In a sector that already suffers from chronic under resourcing, ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜǿǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴ 
opportunity to think really creatively about the kinds of partnership you can build with community groups 
and other organisations such as Registered Social Landlords to coordinate service delivery and make sure 
that people are still getting a good level of service.  
The New Local Government Network conducted two surveys ς they found that Environmental and Cultural 
services were identified as one of the most  vulnerable to cutting by Finance Directors ς whereas in a public 
poll, environmental and cultural services was one of the service areas in which people most opposed cuts. 
{ƻ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
Trees and people.  

CLG and DEFRA are going to be running a major tree planting campaign ς this is another opportunity to 
highlight the vital role that your department plays as a part of this. 
People care passionately about their local green spaces. You are no doubt aware that friends of parks 
groups can become staunch allies when it comes to getting things done in their local area.  
{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ  
 
ΨLǘΩǎ hǳǊ {ǇŀŎŜΩ 

The guide has been designed so that you can dip into it at appropriate stages: 

Å The guide reinforces the importance that community clients need to seek professional design advice 
as necessary to develop their individual project. 

Å The guide outlines typical stages in a public space project. 
Å Projects can take a range of times to complete - from one year to five years or more. 
Å The case studies in the guide demonstrate the satisfaction that can be achieved.  

 
It is important to identify individual roles in a community project transformation e.g. Leader, Project 
Manager, Champion etc 
 
 A combination of the following contribute to making estates playable: 
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Å  overall layout and design 
Å  landscape and planting 
Å  clear sight lines and reduction of clutter 
Å  well used and maintained spaces that can be used in a variety of ways by a number of people of 

different ages 
Å  play equipment with high play value 
Å An overall estate plan, based on engagement and consultation with residents can be invaluable in 

bringing all this together. 
 
Spaceshaper is a practical toolkit to assist in the development of public space improvement projects.   
 
Key elements in successful community-led improvement projects are:  
 

- Consultation   
- ΨLƻŎŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ 
- Preparation D 
- Design  
- Safety 
- Good management & maintenance e.g. removal of graffiti 
- Have one vision 

 
Case study ς St Neot Doorstep Green, Cornwall   
 
Can sometimes be difficult to keep early momentum going. 
 
Nicola is currently in the process of producing a guide on Asset Transfer (due out in November).   
 
Context: policy and drivers (Big Soc and cuts) 

Scales of: management and ownership and networks or single sites being looked at 
Business case: info and objectives, governance, funding and comms. Checklists for both groups. 
Case studies: range of spaces and scales from across the country  
Asset transfer from Public to voluntary sectors 
ATU ς great source of advice and support for local authorities and community groups 
 
Q & A Session 
 
Q.  I have read somewhere that there is to be £400m of new funding for communities?  Does anybody have 
any details?   
 
A.  NM/RG agreed to investigate.  There is a website which details government funding at: 
 
 http://www.governmentfunding.org.uk 
 
There is a subscription cost associated with this website of £195 + VAT for voluntary groups but it seems to 
have a lot of information and could be a very useful resource for community/voluntary groups. 
 
Q.  Do you have any details of best practice identified within currently operating community groups? 

http://www.governmentfunding.org.uk/default.aspx
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A.  NM ς There are lots of examples of communities running parks and/or setting themselves up as 
community trusts.  Lots of case studies can be found at 
 
 http://www.cabe.org.uk/case-studies  
 
Details of community groups who have been awarded Green Flag Community Awards can be found at: 
 
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/GreenFlagAwardSites/SearchResults/Default.aspx#mainCol  
 
PW ς I was involved with the Arnos Vale Cemetery project to put the management of the cemetery under 
the responsibility of a charitable trust on a 99 year lease.  There are lots of resources associated with the 
project.  Further information on the Friends of Arnos Vale Cemetery can be found at: 
 
  http://www.arnosvalefriends.org.uk/  
 
Q.  How vital is it for community groups to have a constitution? 
 
PW ς ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ tŀǊƪǎΩ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘΩ.  This can 
be found at:   
 
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/cms-service/stream/asset/?asset_id=31304093  
 
If you wish to apply for funding, your group will need a bank account which means that you will require a 
constitution.  Banks will give guidance on financial arrangements when setting up community groups.    
 
NM ς Lots of useful resources can be found at http://www.communitymatters.org.uk/  
 
Q.  How does one obtain funding for maintenance works for new projects? 
 
PW/HH ς About 1/3 of values associated with S106 agreements are associated with on-going cyclical 
maintenance.   
 
Good design can also lead to reduced maintenance costs. 
 
Q.  Do you have any ideas for increasing the amount of allotment land? 
 
FB/PW ς As part of the new area plans, land swaps are being proposed in Bristol to turn parkland into 
allotments. 
 
Private gardens are also being used as allotments.    

http://www.cabe.org.uk/case-studies
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/GreenFlagAwardSites/SearchResults/Default.aspx#mainCol
http://www.arnosvalefriends.org.uk/
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/cms-service/stream/asset/?asset_id=31304093
http://www.communitymatters.org.uk/
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Lynn Gibbons 
Project Manager 
Sustainability South West 
 

Lynn Gibbons is a Project Manager for Sustainability South West. With a background in biology and 

currently studying public health, Lynn has been working in sustainable development (with a focus on 

sustainable communities) for 10 years, following on from 5 years in natural history education and public 

awareness. She is the lead for Planting Places, a project to champion local greenspaces, and the Sustainable 

IŜŀƭǘƘ {² ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ bI{ ¢Ǌusts. Lynn has a soft spot for sharks and Thomas Hardy, 

and enjoys making jam.  

 

www.sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk 

Sustainability South West is the independent Champion Body for sustainable development in the South 

West of England.  They are a charity raising awareness and providing advice and guidance to accelerate 

change towards a more sustainable region. 

Presentation 3: Improving the sustainability of your project 

 

It is vital that community projects are developed sustainably if they are to be truly successful. Lynn Gibbons 

will provide an overview of some of the initiatives available to community group which can ensure decision 

making is based on proven sustainability criteria and thus contribute towards making the South West a 

more sustainable region. 
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Sustainability South West (SSW) is the independent Champion Body for sustainable development in the 

South West of England.  Each of the 9 English regions has an equivalent body, of which SSW is the most 

established.   

Sustainability is the survival of people and the planet into the future recognising our utter dependence on 

natural resources for our own survival.   

Based on current consumption patterns, if the South WŜǎǘΩǎ ŜŎƻ-footprint were replicated worldwide we 

would need three planets to sustain us.  A shift is therefore needed towards lower consumption lifestyles 

which are more resource efficient. 

SSW have recently launched their SustNav toolkit, which includes specialist guidance on Green 

Infrastructure.  SustNav is based on the 10 principles of sustainability, these being: 

 

¶ Develop sustainability skills 

¶ Improve health and well-being 

¶ Reduce inequalities 

¶ Cut resource use 

¶ Support low carbon economies 

¶ Reduce high carbon travel 

¶ Live local 

¶ Revive our life support systems 

¶ Be inclusive 
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¶ Think long term 

These 10 principles are listed ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ ǊǳƭŜǊ Ψ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻƴ ŀ {ǘƛŎƪΩΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊǳƭŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

recycled CD cases. 

Green spaces make many contributions to the sustainability agenda.  Some of these being: 

Å Improved physical and mental well-being 

Å Community cohesion 

Å Recreation and play 

Å Cleaner and cooler air 

Å Improved drainage  

Å Food growing ς formal or informal  

The Greener Events guide is a useful sustainability tool when planning and delivering your community 

events.  It can be downloaded at: 

 http://www.oursouthwest.com/SusBus/gevents.html  

Applications are now open for the annual Planting Places awards, celebrating top examples of local 

greenspace across the South West of England. The awards recognise the input of these spaces in supporting 

healthy, sustainable communities and acknowledge the people who work to make them special. Any public 

green space in the South West of England can be nominated for an award, as long as it is free and accessible 

to the public.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.oursouthwest.com/SusBus/gevents.html
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Roger Gates 
Regional Development Manager 
GreenSpace South West 
 

www.green-space.org.uk/southwest 

Roger Gates is the Development Manager for the South West region.  Roger has 14 years experience of 

working with communities in the green space sector, including 8 years of local authority management roles 

which contributed towards the regeneration of parks & open spaces.  He holds an MSc in Climate Change & 

Risk Management from Exeter University. 

 

GreenSpace South West (GSSW) is emerging as the leading membership organisation for parks and green 

spaces within the region. Originally called the 'South West Parks and Green Spaces Forum', it was 

established following an initial meeting in Bristol in 2004. This meeting was attended by around half of the 

local authorities in the region, who agreed the need to establish a forum for the region.  D{{²Ωǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

provide a united voice dedicated to promoting and advocating for the regeneration and sustainable future 

of quality green spaces throughout the South West.

Presentation 4: The benefits of Green Infrastructure to communities  

 

Green Infrastructure (GI) is the natural environment network that lies within and links our cities, towns and 

villages. This presentation will introduce the concept of GI and explore some of the social and 

environmental benefits that can be realised by community groups, volunteers and visitors to green spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.green-space.org.uk/southwest
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