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Our mission is to provide a united voice dedicated to promoting, advocating
and lobbying for the regeneration and sustainable future of quality green

spaces throughout the South West.

This News and Information bulletin is produced by Roger Gates, GreenSpace South West
Regional Development Manager and its objective is to support GSSW members. It is
currently circulated free of charge, to other green space sector organisations. The work of
GreenSpace Southwest (GSSW) is mainly funded by organisations’ annual membership,
therefore membership is encouraged. For more information, please visit www.green-

space.org.uk/southwest/

GSSW Diary Dates

27 January 2010 — Steering Group Meeting
and Open Meeting — Exeter — Contact Roger
Gates on 07838 584617

The Open meeting will include a presentation
and discussion on the Green Flag Award.

Other Diary Dates

27 January 2010 — Discovering Places
Workshop — Exeter

A ‘Discovering Places’ workshop for the South
West Region will be held on Wednesday 27th
January 2010.

‘Discovering Places’ is a major part of the
Cultural Olympiad. This UK-wide programme
will give people the opportunity to discover,
explore, be inspired by and benefit from our
nation’s hidden gems. These include historic
and contemporary buildings, public spaces
and natural places in and around the cities,
towns and villages where they live and work
will be opened up and brought alive. Early

May Bank Holiday weekend, 1°' — 3 May
2010 will see the launch of ‘Discovering Places
Discover Your Environment’ and will be the
first of five key dates for the project in the
lead up to the Olympics.

The purpose of the January workshop is to
bring together those with an interest in the
natural and historic environment in the South
West and to discuss how best to work
effectively in partnership.

The meeting will take place in Exeter at The
Phoenix from 10.30 — 1.30 and will be
followed by lunch. If you would like to attend,
please RSVP to Joanna Busk .

23-26 February 2010 — CABE Space Leaders
programme — Bradford

With the sector facing up to the realities of
tightening budgets, the need for confident
leadership is greater than ever. The CABE
Space leaders programme gives you the
chance to meet these opportunities and
challenges head on.


http://www.green-space.org.uk/southwest/
http://www.green-space.org.uk/southwest/
mailto:joanna.busk@naturalengland.org.uk

The CABE Space leaders programme 2010 will
be held at the Marriott Hollins Hall in Baildon
near Bradford, starting after lunch on Tuesday
23 February and finishing at lunchtime on
Friday 26 February 2010.

The booking form and more information is
available here.

2 March 2010 — Sustainable Parks:
Sustainable Futures — Liverpool

This GreenSpace conference will focus on
creating and managing sustainable parks and
green spaces.

Presentations will include parks that have
achieved outstanding sustainability, how to
build environmental issues into the
management of parks and approaches to the
sustainability element of the Green Flag
Award.

Further information and booking details can
be found here

23 March 2010 — Marketing your park and
promoting its events — Reading

This training course outlines the key elements
of marketing and explores how they can be
applied to managing parks and green spaces
in today’s challenging economic environment.

More information about the course can be
found here

National News

IPGS launches website

The Institute of Parks and Green Spaces (IPGS)
has launched a brand new website that will
enable it to keep members fully up to date
with its development and activities.

The new website contains a wealth of
information, including membership details,
news from the sector, upcoming training
courses and policy position statements, which
are constantly being updated.

IPGS is the UK’s only institute solely
dedicated to parks and green spaces and
related issues. It advocates the sustainable
management of parks and green spaces by
promoting excellence in the profession and
developing partnerships with others to help
deliver its aims and objectives. To find out
more visit www.ipgs.org.uk

CABE core strategy guidance

CABE has released a new publication to help
local authorities take a spatial approach to
developing their core strategy. ‘Planning for
places: delivering good design through core
strategies’, includes a number of case studies
and is available free of charge from the CABE
website. More

Rainbow project

The Black Environment Network (BEN) has
won funding from CLG (Communities and
Local Government) to run The Rainbow
Project.

This project will offer free training places for
members of ethnic minorities who want to
gain the knowledge, skills and contacts to play
their part in opening up opportunities for
their community. The programme will also
train environmental professionals or
volunteers to successfully reach out to ethnic
communities.

The BEN was established to promote equality
of opportunity with respect to ethnic
communities in the preservation, protection
and development of the environment. More
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Council Worker of the Year Award 2010

Nominations in the Council Worker of the
Year Awards 2010 are now open. The awards
champion the unsung heroes of local
government — those council workers who go
above the call of duty on a daily basis.
Anyone, including the public, can nominate a
council employee by 24" February 2010.

This year’s categories are: Green Award,
Community Engagement, Working with Young
People, Team of the Year, Bravery and
Lifetime Service.

Nomination information and forms can be
downloaded here.

Growing in the community

The second edition of ‘Growing in the
Community — a good practice guide for the
management of allotments’ has been
published by the Local Government
Association.

The guide contains a wealth of innovative and
interesting practice and also identifies the
main issues for allotment officers and
societies, together with tips on how to
overcome the challenges they are facing.

The guide is now available to purchase for £15
online.

Guide to green space apprenticeships

CABE has launched an online good practice
‘Guide to green space apprenticeships’. It is
aimed at managers and supervisors who
deliver green space services for local
authorities, landscape contractors, social
landlords and third sector organisations
More.

CABE toolkit to involve young people in
planning

CABE has released a new toolkit, ‘Spaceshaper
9-14’, designed to capture young peoples’
views about their parks, streets and squares.

The activity-based toolkit has been developed
to capture the views of young people aged 9
to 14, who are often left out of decisions that
affect their lives. Developed by CABE and
Beam, with Kent Architecture Centre and The
Architecture Centre, Bristol it explores what
young people think about how local places are
used and how they can be improved.

Spaceshaper 9-14 has been developed using
fourteen pilot workshops with local councils
and the young people involved in shaping
their areas.

The toolkit is based around eight themes that
vary from design to use and maintenance.
Workshops are led by a trained facilitator and
are adapted to each individual site visited.
They include mapping, photography and role
play. More

Local News

Planting Places Awards 2010 — Deadline for
Applications extended!

The Planting Places awards — recognising
greenspaces that are making fantastic
contributions to the sustainability of their
communities — are now in their 3rd year. The
awards, coordinated by Sustainability South
West, are open to applications from any
public greenspace in the South West of
England. The greenspace can be any size and
it can be privately funded, community,
conservation group, NHS Trust or council
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land. But it MUST be free and accessible to
the public, and for public use and enjoyment.

Applications can be submitted by a local
community group, local authority, NGO, NHS
Trust, private organisation or individual. The
deadline for completed application forms has
now been extended and these must be
returned to Sustainability South West by 5pm
on Monday, 1* February 2010 by email to
Lynn _Gibbons or by post to Sustainability
South West, 3" Floor, Bush House, 72 Prince
St, Bristol BS1 4QD. The application form and
more information is available here

Green Infrastructure Growth & Delivery
Event

South West Councils (with funding support
from SWRIEP, CLG and relevant Government
Departments and Agencies) is developing
further good practice and learning events for
SW local authority planning officers. They are
hosting an event entitled ‘Delivering
Sustainable Communities Utilising the Natural
Environment’ on 28" January in Taunton.

The event is aimed at senior officers (Heads of
Planning and senior officers responsible for
Core Strategy development and Infrastructure
Delivery Planning) and aims to help facilitate
better engagement and understanding
amongst local authorities and the key
agencies about the critical role of green/blue
infrastructure in developing Core Strategies
and accompanying infrastructure delivery
plans.

To discover more about Green Infrastructure
and supporting resources, try this link:

CABE's Sustainable Cities Green Infrastructure

Access to Nature

GSSW will now be submitting their Stage 2
application for ‘Access to Nature’ funding in
the near future. The submission date has
been slightly delayed, due to the recent
participation of additional organisations and
groups, which should further strengthen the

application.

If the bid is successful, it will improve access
and opportunities for learning, creativity and
health across the South West region.

GreenSpace News

Green Flag 2010 — Deadline for entries

A reminder, that the deadline to submit sites
for consideration is 31% January 2010. More

Towards An Excellent Service (TAES) and
Peer-Led Challenge Training Courses

Following the success of last year's TAES
training courses, GreenSpace, supported by
CABE Space and Communities and Local
Government (CLG), can now offer further
opportunities to access TAES training.

The two courses, Implementing TAES and the
Peer-Led Challenge, will take place in central
London on 25 January and 15-16 February
respectively. Discounts are available for
IPGS/LPGSF members and for organisations
wishing to attend both courses.

Towards an Excellent Service (TAES) for Parks
and Open Spaces is a parks specific version of
the Excellence model that has helped
transform the performance of cultural
services and the perceptions about their
impact on communities over recent years.
More
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Members Corner

This section contains questions from
members which will hopefully elicit responses
from other regional members. It is envisaged
that such information sharing will enable a co-
ordinated approach to problem solving.

Service Level Agreement with football clubs

Plymouth City Council Parks Services are
looking to set up a Service Level Agreement
with football clubs to cover the changing
rooms, grass cutting and maintenance for
sports pitches across the city. This is to enable
club aspirations to be better managed.

They are seeking to source a current SLA
which covers the same/similar processes for
this area. This will hopefully enable parity
with other Local Councils. Additionally if you
can offer any advice, it would be greatly

appreciated.

Please can you send your reply to
Lynn Neville and copy your answers to Roger
to help build our web resource.

contribution will be greatly reduced next year,

so increasing the number of regional

members and receiving renewals from
existing members will be essential to the

continuing success of GSSW.

Membership Renewal - Letters will soon be
sent to existing members, regarding 2010/11
membership renewal. Letters will also be sent
to non-members encouraging them to join
GSSW too.

Please contact Sue or to find out more about
membership please contact Roger

Benefits of joining GreenSpace can be found
here.

Contact Us

Membership News

THANK YOU VERY MUCH to those of you,
who have renewed your membership or
become new members in 2009-10.

Your contributions help GSSW to further
develop and thus provide our green spaces in
the South West,
Department

with a united voice.

of Communities and Local
Government grants enabled the forum to
increase the forum manager’s post from part-

time to full-time this financial year. This DCLG

GreenSpace South West is managed by Roger
Gates. If you have any items for inclusion in
future newsletters, please contact Roger at
rgates@green-space.org.uk or on 07838
584617

Peter Wilkinson is Parks Service Manager at
Bristol City Council and Chair of the
GreenSpace South West Steering Group
peter.wilkinson@bristol.gov.uk

Sarah Moore at GreenSpace co-ordinates and
manages the activities of all of the regions,
sarahm@green-space.org.uk

If you would like help or require further
information, relating to the management of
parks and greens spaces and/or the services
related to them, please get in touch.

This message (and any associated files) is intended only for the use of the recipient and may contain information that is
confidential, subject to copyright or that which constitutes a trade secret. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, copying or distribution of this message, or files associated with this message, is strictly
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prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the message and deleting
it from your computer. Messages sent to and from us may be monitored. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of
the author and do not necessarily represent those of the organisation.

Printing is bad for your environment! Please forward to others.



