
Community Involvement in our 
Parks and Open Spaces 

Birmingham Open Spaces Forum 
& 

National Federation of Parks and 
Green Spaces 



BOSF Background 
ÅBirmingham 470 parks & open 

spaces 

ÅBOSF was formed in 2005 

ÅBring together a Community 
Voice 

ÅNot just parks 

ÅConstituted & Charity Status 

ÅCurrently 140 groups 

ÅFunded Esmee Fairbairn 

ÅMany partners and a good 
network 

ÅAttend many groups and forums 
across Birmingham 

Åwww.bosf.org.uk 
 

http://www.bosf.org.uk/


What BOSF Offers to Groups 
ÅWe offer advice & help to our 

member groups: 
ïStarting a new group 

ïHelping groups with funding bids 

ïAnswering enquiries 

ïSignposting to other agencies 

ïSites under threat advice 

ïConferences 

ïEvents & Shows 

ïNetworking & Communication 

ï Information Sheet 

ïShrub Bed Project 

ïBe Active 



How BOSF Works with BCC 

Å Built a good relationship with Birmingham 
City Council 

Å Get BCC to understand the worth of the 
community ς not just a thorn in their side! 

Å We have the community voice they need 

Å Get the community to see that the council 
are there to help ς not the enemy 

Å We are now asked for our advice & input: 

ï Regular meetings with Head of Parks 

ï Scrutiny Committee 

ï Grounds Maintenance Tender 

ï Park Keepers Forum 

ï Restructure Process 
 



The Importance of Community 

ÅGets people involved 

ÅChanges it in to a vibrant 
community space 

ÅReduces crime 

ÅBrings in more money 

ÅBrings in more manpower 
through volunteering 

ÅPuts the open space on the 
map 

Åά¢ƘŜ {ǉǳŜŀƪȅ ²ƘŜŜƭ ƎŜǘǎ 
ǘƘŜ hƛƭΗέ 



Importance of a Forum to Groups 

Åά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ǿŜ Ŧŀƭƭέ 

ÅNetworks them to other like groups 

ÅAdvertises their open space & group work 

ÅGives them their voice to make a difference 

ÅGives them ownership of their open space 

ÅHelps them to bring in extra funding 

ÅImproves skills & understanding  

ÅSupports them to make a difference to their park 
or open space 


